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©@ FEFJE . Steven J. Davis, Meijun Qian, and Wen Zeng, “A Comprehensive GIS Database for China’s Surface Transport Network with Implications for
Transport and Socioeconomics Research, ” NBER Working Paper, 2025, 33515, https: //doi. org/10. 3386/w33515, % |32 S WL A 2SI 2k 5 s
T RN & LRSI PP, AR T A

@ 2020 IR AR DIk GDP o5 LS R T & O R O R SR

45



é *’ A%t ‘ Academic Monthly % 58 & ‘ 06 ‘ Jun 2026

BEN72.9% , FAENITE O 61.2% 5 K =MBLOIRTTT GDP (5 Hk 48.0% , FAEAIT S 41.4% (WLIA'S) o

e B P AR B N AR B RIAS, SR T Lo Bl T ) 4 SR BB A e A S o J] 0 M D b Al 14 M o 4
RIS S I IX AT, TS S SR AT R8O, BELBSHI & S SR A RS [ J2 2 =2 TR 1
N 4 2 TR 2 o F VR 2SR R A Do R 35 K, (EURZ L Sl T X o i X 07 Sl 49 P s i 553, X0 LA
) SN L™ AT 1 A Jey o BSOS REZ A 8 A0 h D BOZ D IR T Al 7k i s el s Jey, R REEL
S5 /NS E LRI IR T I 2 50N , kS AN RER R Z A FFR R AL, ToikIE R 7> T4 . bl
HANLOHIX BRI DIREsL, AR b b i, Xk 8 shhe i A Jr BR /0 Ko oIk
A PRz ), OB IR B85 & R X PR i K7 257 25 7 M S TOE ) e, et ik &

NSRS KA )R o

80.0% 250

70.0%

60.0% 1 200

50.0%
.‘ 150 |

40.0% ~‘

30.0% 1 100 k

20.0%

10.0% 0r

0.0%
FEREEEUBEIRERE B U TR E K 0 ' ' ' ' t
TR EERSTEFEILEFCREEDT ot | w |posec | B [eomx|
5 &k S KES K Btk RO

B HZAOSITGDPS G (2020) W LCHRITEAEA ML (2020) W LN ERIEFE5413
5 SWEESEROETERERRY 6 WLESEENIMEH TS LEEEFR?

Al s 1) A1 o BB e AZ ol T B AR SR TR AL ARIE Dawis S5 S (it 2020 4R Tl sl o Bt (L
F6)®, TEMHBENTR, BOMW LI 8ER Tl Al 225 5%, lRDE O3 i B0 168 5 A 1L
ZF, SR AR O OIS A DI KR B, Tl A BOR TR 75 KA, MAEAE & LRt
X, USRI G B2 ol Al B 2o 520 29 K0 Al Boe B R AR, DI oI
DA F-42 TllA L 5 D By 1.3 4, 20O ARAZ Lo T A o I X e B 3 A T b P AR T v £
b BERESE, AL IR L R EL IRl 5 ol A0 5 2% o 1T ) 8 SR DL 3R A 8507 3l o T B 3y el 3=
PREEE, RIS A 1 % J] 30 rp /NS i R S R

TR T A 5K, kL w5 NS RE I AN R . TESRTTREN B, V2 T SR A
bt R R AT AU Y 5K, T X AR AN, (E AR A . A TR g RE
IR, FEOBETIRCRMIK, KEMB T ICE IR 2 S AR EJR T R i Zhae, InEi
AL,

WA 5K, VAT R R D5 AT s () ) P DR i, 2002—2022 4F, Sl it
PAPRAR 3T 4 P DX T AR B iy 9682 -7 28 FLA N 2 26690 V-7 4 L, MK E) 175. 7% @5 1 Rl

@  HdRU: EPS Bofu e b BT RR 2, fEE IR
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@ Steven J. Davis, Meijun Qian, and Wen Zeng, “A Comprehensive GIS Database for China’s Surface Transport Network with Implications for
Transport and Socioeconomics Research,” NBER Working Paper, 2025, 33515, https: //doi. org/10. 3386/ w33515.
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The Form of Urban-Rural Integration and
the Construction of the Urban-Rural Continuum

LIU Shouying, JIANG Jinxian
Abstract: China has currently entered the stage of urban-rural integration, with urbanization shifting from a period of
rapid growth to stable development, marking a critical transformation in urban-rural relations. International experience
indicates that, in the mature stage of urbanization, urban and rural spaces tend to evolve into an urban-rural continuum
characterized by continuous spatial gradients and functional complementarity. Suburban areas become important arenas
for the development of this continuum; within the continuum, industrial specialization and linkages among different areas
become increasingly close, and two-way flows of factors between urban and rural areas become more frequent. At
present, China has shown several signs of urban-rural integration, including accelerated county-level urbanization, the
growing capacity of peripheral areas around megacities to accommodate population and industries, the diversification of
county economies, and more intensive labor mobility. However, the urban-rural continuum remains
underdeveloped. Persistent problems include urban-rural dual segmentation, disparities in rights systems, spatial
discontinuities within urban agglomerations and metropolitan areas, the divergence of county-town-village systems
between population-inflow and population-outflow areas, and the systemic decline of villages. To construct the form of
urban-rural integration, it is necessary to build an urban-rural continuum with functional complementarity and clearly
defined spatial hierarchies, transform the development model of megacities, address the overexpansion of prefecture-level
cities, strengthen county seats as pivotal hubs of the urban-rural continuum, and gradually promote the reconstruction of
rural systems. It is also imperative to establish an integrated urban-rural rights system, including planning systems, land
institutions, public services, and social security arrangements that are compatible with the form of urban-rural

integration, thereby ensuring equitable access for farmers and rural migrants to urban citizenship rights.

Key words: urban-rural integration, urban-rural continuum, county-level differentiation
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