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The Era of Great Transformation and the Social Reconstruction

of Reality: A Perspective from the Sociology of Knowledge

ZHOU Xueguang
Abstract: From the second half of the twentieth century to the present, the world has been undergoing an era of
profound transformation. Although this epochal shift is most visible in international relations and the political sphere, its
driving force lies in the deep changes in the mechanisms of social construction of reality over the century. The
sociology of knowledge provides a theoretical perspective and corresponding analytical framework for understanding
this era of great transformation. As the birthplace of modernity, Western societies experienced a dual trend of (1) the
rise of nation states and the associated institutional centers in society and (2) the de-centering movement during the
twentieth century. On the one hand, this process promoted the global expansion of capital and institutional rationality;
on the other hand, it fostered the rise of individual rationality, subjectivity, and agency. This, in turn, generated
profound challenges to modernity and stimulated waves of social critique across different fields. The encounter and
interaction between these currents of social change and the rise of the internet and digital media since the 1990s have
created “a perfect storm. ” This has driven fundamental transformations in the foundations of contemporary society

and set in motion the gears of the great transformation.

Key words: great transformation, institutional center, de-centering, social construction, sociology of knowledge
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Reconstructing Legislative Purposes and Normative Evolution of

Artificial Intelligence Legislation from a Trust Worthiness Perspective

WANG Yi
Abstract: Artificial intelligence legislation has long been trapped in the tripartite balance paradox of efficiency, security
and innovation. Confined to the linear logic of value trade-offs, the existing regulatory approaches struggle to break
through this dilemma. The essence of law lies in a construction mechanism of social trust. By clarifying rights and
obligations, defining boundaries of conduct, and guaranteeing remedy for rights, law delivers stable expectations, which
inherently aligns with the governance demands of the artificial intelligence era. Trustworthiness is not a fourth dimension
independent of the three core values; instead, it serves as the logical hub that integrates the three to achieve dynamic
coordination. Establishing trustworthiness as the core objective of artificial intelligence legislation can not only resolve the
inherent contradictions of the traditional balance model, but also address trust crises such as algorithmic black boxes and
data abuse. Based on this core proposition, a dedicated artificial intelligence law should be formulated in the future. With
trust building as its legislative purpose, it shall establish a set of principles including trust construction, hierarchical and
classified regulation, scenario adaptation and multi-party collaboration. Through refined institutional design covering
trustworthy algorithms, credible data, accountable entities and sound governance, it will provide steady value guidance for

the rule of law in artificial intelligence and foster positive interaction between technological application and social trust.

Key words: artificial intelligence legislation, trustworthiness, legal function, collaborative governance
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