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(D  Simon, H. A. and Newell, A., “Human Problem Solving: The State of the Theory in 1970, ” American Psychologist, vol. 26(2), 1971, pp. 145-159.
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Fhsg, Kifps, WK (FERETFHIEIIRIIE), (LF#a) 2013 455 7 1],

Etro, F., “Platform Competition with Free Entry of Sellers, ” International Journal of Industrial Organization, 89,2023, 102903.

WS CARXIFRIES T ARSI E MR , (EUHITTE) 2023 455 2 .

WREHEE . XS (BTG A" SERRYRAENUR e SRR , (WERBIFE) 2025 445 3 10,
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Weyl, E. G., “A Price Theory of Multi-Sided Platforms, ” American Economic Review, 100, 2010, pp. 1642-1672.

Charlson, G., “Rating the Competition: Seller Ratings and Intra-Platform Competition, ” Cambridge Working Papers in Economics 2106, Faculty of

SHEONCRCONCRONC)

Economics, University of Cambridge, 2021.
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FH. EfEYT. KB E: CEPESiilny By, (Guor) 2024 4455 6 1,

Wang, C., & Wright, J., “Search Platforms: Showrooming and Price Parity Clauses,” The RAND Journal of Economics, 51(1), 2020, pp. 32—-58.
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@ Teh T., “Platform Governance,” American Economic Journal: Microeconomics, 14(3), 2022, pp. 213-254.
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WAL U A

Intra-Platform Competition and Its Welfare Implications
WANG Yong, WANG Yaoqi
Abstract: With the growth of traffic peaking, intra-platform competition has become a key issue in the platform
economy. The core feature of intra-platform competition is a two-dimensional competition: there is both traffic data
competition among different types of merchants to gain users’ attention and price competition among the same type of
merchants. In this process, by changing the rules of traffic data allocation, platform enterprises could guide the intensity of
“rat race” competition among merchants, which will have an impact on the intensity of intra-platform competition. This
paper points out that the key to attention competition lies in the differentiated business models adopted by live streaming
merchants and traditional merchants in satisfying the heterogeneous preferences of consumers’ attention, as well as the
game played by merchants and platform enterprises around the distribution of traffic data in the public domain; and the
key to price competition lies in the comparative advantage of the low-price model represented by “rat race” competition
over platform enterprises in traffic data competition. For a comprehensive understanding of intra-platform competition,
both dimensions are indispensable, and they influence each other to determine the general equilibrium of the bilateral
market and consumer welfare. The analysis in this paper provides targeted policy recommendations to regulate the
development of the platform economy and promote the sustainable development of the digital economy, and the related

results serve as a useful supplement to enhance consumer welfare and clarify the direction of regulation.

Key words: intra-platform competition, attention and traffic data, “rat race” competition, consumer welfare
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