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Departure from and Return to Jia (Family/home): The Modern
Evolution of Chinese Father-Son Ethics and Its Inherent Logic

WU Liucai
Abstract: Since modern times, Chinese intellectuals have maintained sustained attention and discourse regarding the
concept of Jia(“ZZ”). These discussions transcend viewing Jia merely as an issue within the private relational sphere;
instead, they profoundly reflect scholars’ civilizational exploration of Chinese-style modernization. By examining the core
issue of father-son ethics, this study reveals that modern Chinese social thought has undergone a dual trajectory of
departure from and return to Jia, forming a dialectical interplay within China’s modernization journey. In the earlier
phase, the departure from Jia emerged as the dominant theme, driven by the impact of evolutionism on the traditional
cosmological relations between Heaven and humanity, as well as the modern reconstruction of paternal-filial bonds
through affective love (“ACF2Z%”) over traditional notions of gratitude and righteousness (“4C T2 &l X ). However, the
intrinsic humanistic spirit embedded in traditional Heaven-human relations and the ethical emotions underpinning
Confucian rituals persistently served as endogenous forces for the return to Jia, propelling it as the dominant motif in
later stages. Through analyzing this dual process of departure and return, this paper illuminates fundamental trajectories

and dilemmas in the modern transformation of Chinese thought.

Key words: Jia(family/home ), father-son relations, evolutionism, Heaven-human relations, gratitude and righteousness
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The Patent System and Trade Secret System under

the Innovation Driven Development Strategy: Logic and Choice

CHENG Deli
Abstract: The patent system and the trade secret system are two main systems that encourage innovation and promote
technological progress. There are significant differences in the design logic, historical development logic, and interest
balance logic between the two systems. The patent system has matured after hundreds of years of theoretical revision and
practical exploration, while the trade secret system has been controversial since its implementation. From a historical
perspective, before the emergence of the patent system, it relied mainly on trade secret protection technology, which had
a small scope and slow speed of technology inheritance and diffusion. However, the patent system propelled human
technological progress into the fast lane, and the establishment and adjustment of the patent system successively led major
developed countries such as the UK, Germany, the US, and Japan onto the path of becoming strong powers. It is an
effective path to achieve innovation driven development. However, the role of the trade secret system in promoting
national strength still lacks practical testing and proof. From the perspective of interest balance, the patent system can
achieve a system balance from low to high level through legal and policy adjustments, but the current legal framework
cannot prompt the trade secret system to a balanced state. Overstrengthening the protection of trade secrets may hinder
the promotion of public interests and increase the risk of harm to rights holders. Therefore, promoting technological
progress should take the patent system as the main path, supplemented by the trade secret system in certain special fields,

so that the two systems can work together to promote technological progress and human social development.

Key words: patent system, trade secret system, development logic, choice

149



