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@ See Frank H. Easterbrook, “Cyberspace and the Law of the Horse,” University of Chicago Legal Forum, vol. 1996, no. 1, 1996, p. 207.
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@0 ZWRIL: GEYEIEAVIRNIAFEL S IREHE—LISEE “SiiE” RN, (BUEIEA) 2017 445 11,
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® Rl ES: GEERSETEMNINEE: MEHHRSMIEE), (UTREFR (TEaflEm) ) 2019 4245 1 1,

ZOBKRSC . (AT IR B A A R A G—3) /U I 2o M A i S g se) . Qi Stk ) 2015 AR5 19,

S (OUIE L S E AR BRI AN, (2EIRIR) 2018 AR5 4 3,

See Todd S. Aagaard, “Environmental Law as a Legal Field: An Inquiry in Legal Taxonomy,” Cornell Law Review, vol. 95, no. 2, 2010, pp. 241-245.
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(D See Tarunabh Khaitan & Sandy Steel, “Areas of Law: Three Questions in Special Jurisprudence,” Oxford Journal of Legal Studies, vol. 43, no, 2,
2023, pp. 78=79.
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Z WA sl CPEE R BIE) , AREEARTE, dbal. HubiARAL, 2000 4, 452021 71,
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The Justification and Rethinking of the Theory of Field Law
HE Songwei

Abstract: Through reflecting on the limitations of traditional department law in addressing emerging and
interdisciplinary issues, field law proposes its fundamental propositions: problem orientation as the theoretical foundation,
social fields as the normative basis, and domain rule as the social foundation. However, the existing theory of field law
has failed to integrate into China’s theoretical discourse system of legal studies, adequately comprehend the complexity of
modern department law, and effectively prevent its own risk of overgeneralization. These theoretical predicaments stem
from the theory of field law remaining at the inductive stage centered on specific fields, and neglect its theoretical
justification. The theoretical justification of field law constitutes a process of integrating it into China’s legal theoretical
discourse system, comprising two components: external justification and internal justification. The external justification
requires both clarifying its differentiation from department law to prevent its absorption by the latter, and revealing their
complementary relationship to demonstrate field law’s theoretical function. The internal justification does not against the
necessity and extensiveness of interdisciplinary legal research in social fields, but rather against prematurely proclaiming it
as an independent interdisciplinary legal discipline without forming a research paradigm of field law, so as to avoid a false

prosperity of interdisciplinary legal studies.
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