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The Transformation of Contemporary Chinese “Short Stories”
and Ancient Short Story Stylistic Traditions

ZHOU Xinmin
Abstract: The term “short story” and its stylistic norms come from the West, which directly affects the occurrence and
development of modern Chinese short stories. After the founding of PRC, out of the need to practice literary and artistic
policies and the development of short story art itself, short stories began to build their own development path based on
the Chinese short story tradition. The short stories of the Seventeen Years Period mainly transformed the tradition of the
vernacular (“JFZ%”) style, attached importance to stories, and advocated that short stories can “speak” and “talk”. At the
same time, in order to enhance the artistry of short stories, the “shortness” of Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio, the
refinement of structure, and the subtlety of artistic expression are all promoted and learned. By the 1980s, “poetic pen
(“TF4E7)” tradition of legendary (“f% &} ”) was relied upon by short stories. By drawing on the stylistic features of
sketches (“Z2£7C”") which do not emphasize structure and focus on narration, short stories have become part of the artistic
trend of exploring the dissolution of “structural situations”. The short stories advocated and created by Mo Yan in the
new era reflect the integration of the tradition of vernacular and sketches. The transformation of contemporary Chinese
“short stories” into ancient short story stylistic traditions is an effort for short stories to return to the origins of Chinese

literature, and it is also the embodiment of continuing the history of China’s own literature.

Key words: short story style, vernacular, Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio, legendary, sketches
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