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Culture, Civilization, and the Chinese Path to Modernization (Symposium)
LI Peilin, CHEN Yunsong, ZHOU Yi, ZHU Di, GAO Wenjun
Abstract: Cultural sociology has great significance for understanding and promoting the construction of the great
socialist cultural nation. The five essays in this issue aim to grasp the characteristics of the era, innovate research
approaches and methods, and construct a new cultural sociology. Li Peilin analyzes the complex intellectual journey of
Chinese scholars towards traditional culture since modern times, discusses the possibility of forming Eastern modern
civilization in the process of world modernization, and elaborates on the origins and pathways. Chen Yunsong proposes
the “cultural lineage sociology”, which is an autonomous cultural sociological knowledge system focusing on the
temporal-spatial structure of inheriting and developing excellent Chinese traditional culture, and its role in shaping
historical and contemporary society. Zhou Yi views ideology as a symbolic form of modernization development,
discovering how these symbolic meanings serve the linkage between the central-local government and the social mass,
producing social effects in the everyday life world. Zhu Di proposes that the Chinese path to modernization is
modernization in which material civilization and spiritual civilization are coordinated; the building of an attractive and
vibrant cultural civilization system can alleviate the identity anxiety in modern society, and cultivate more holistic and
persistent cultural confidence. Gao Wenjun suggests utilizing a cultural ecological analytical framework as a viable strategy

for conducting systematic research on cultural production, dissemination, and consumption in the digital society.

Key words: culture, civilization, the Chinese path to modernization, culture construction
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