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The research on Chinese Political Tradition and the
Possibility of Historical Politics
REN Feng
Abstract: Comparing with the neo-enlightenment politics since 1980s, the arising historical politics
involves a chance of paradigm transition which enables us to reconstruct the subject resource of Chinese
politics with our own practice rather than the foreign dogma. In the past years, there exists low-lying land on
the research of the history of Chinese political thought and institutions, so that it could not promote a
virtuous recycle with the upgrade of the whole subject knowledge system. In order to truly develop, assess
and reflect on the Chinese politics, the two research branches should be motivated from the deep root and
actively pushed to the paradigm transition. Taking the example of Ming Yi Dai Fang L.u (Waiting for the
Dawn) by Huang Zongxi and the tradition of supervision institutions, it is more valuable and relevant of the
perspective of traditional, endogenous Zhiti (“JA44” Fundamentals of politics) revealed by the discussion of
historical politics, which inspires us to reevaluate our former sloppy reliance on the theory of democratic
polity, separation of powers and checks and balances, and give full respect to the first-hand empirical
material to develop original theories and methods. Bringing history back to political science means the
awakening self-consciousness of the importance of the long-term historical experience in Chinese
civilization for political thinking in contemporary praxis. In the context of the traditional transition between
history and reality, historical politics doesn’t merely advocate the reinterpretation of history, but give full
consideration to make dialectic and enlightening theoretic explanation for the structure of social-political
relations shaping behavior and practice. So there still exists the need of verification and inspiration based on

series of representative research.

Key words: Historical politics, neo-enlightenment, history of political thought, history of political
institutions, Zhiti
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Institution Economics of the Right
Perspective Transformation and Theoretical Innovation of New Institutional Economics

ZHANG Shuguang, ZHANG Chi

Abstract: This paper reviews and comments on the new institutional economics which is changed and

challenged by digital information economy, focusing on the paradigm of ownership and characteristics of
transaction. It changes to another theoretical perspective, proposes a property rights system of usage whose
frame structure comprises the theory of the right to use, the theory of organization and the enterprise
theory. Comparing with the new institutional economics, this paper tries to investigate and analyze three

facets—contents, nature and characteristics—preliminarily.

Key words: the center of ownership, a center around the right to use, property rights, enterprises,

organization
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