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The Esoteric Meaning of Nietzsche’ Nihilism
LIU Senlin
Abstract: There are three possible argumentations to interpret the esoteric meaning of Nietzsche’s nihilism
as “nothing comes of nothing and nothing exists”. But all of them are infeasible. The first one is: The
almighty God, who views the man’s world from a universal perspective, would see the pursuing of men as
meaningless, for they are in the eternal recurrence, which means the absolute nihilistic state. The second one
is: After a theoretically conceived superman exhausted all the possibilities on the road of creation, he would
comment his experience as “nothing comes from nothing”. The third one is: Regarding the superman as
someone who ignobly and purely uses, or even kills other people when needed to achieve his goal, just like
illusioned Raskolnikov, the figure of Dostoyevsky’s novel Crime and Punishment. As a matter of fact, based on
the real existence and act of individual, Nietzsche verdicts the nihilism. And it is the incapable’s illusion
rather than Nietzsche’s judgement that man can think like God or a superman who is capable of making
everything happen. For Nietzsche, a superman is not someone like Raskolnikov. The former never arbitrarily
and instrumentally treats others and he should rather be a wise who takes responsibilities and gives the
common majority some room to think and act rightfully and naturally. Therefore, the esoteric meaning of
Nietzsche’s nihilism could only be: according to the variety of people’s quality and ability to display to them

the rootless and truth of the world on different levels.

Key words: nihilism, Nietzsche, esoteric meaning, God, individual
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