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The Basic Attributes of the China’s Frontiers
YAO Dali

Abstract: How big are the areas the China’s frontiers cover? The paper begins with this topic, and reveals
that the basic feature of China’s frontiers is its characteristics of various ethnic groups living there. It further
proposes that, based on the fact that geographically a large part of China’s frontiers is in the location of the
Inner Asia, the ethnic characteristics of China’s frontiers reflect the special attributes of the inner Asia as
well. Therefore, when defining what is meant by China, one must not lose sight of the implications of Inner
Asian elements within it.

Key words: China’s frontiers, national relations in China, inner Asia
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Space as A Metaphor
—— The Concepts of “Toyo”, “East Asia” and “Eastern Eurasia” in the Historiography of Japan
HUANG Donglan
Abstract: This paper focuses on the interrelationship between the three spatial concepts of “Toyo”, “East
Asia” and “Eastern Eurasia” appeared in the historiography of Japan since the middle of the Meiji period.

3

The author argues that there were “spatial turns” in Japan’s modern historiography on the study of the
relationship between China and its surrounding world. Firstly, in first Sino-Japanese War of 1894—1895,
Toyoshi(Oriental History) subverted the Confucian tradition of Hua-yi narrative with China as the center of
Tianxia (“K §”) by emphasizing the “equal” competition and confrontation between the Han Chinese and
the surrounding ethnic groups. Secondly, the theory of East Asian World proposed by Nishijima Sadao after
the World War II emphasized that Japan has historically belonged to the “East Asian World” centered on the
Chinese Empire. Thirdly, in recent years, the research of “Eastern Eurasia” focuses on the “North-South
issue,” namely, farming and nomadic, Han and non-Han issues, and echoes the “decentralized” narrative of

East Asian history with the pre-war Oriental history.

Key words: historiography of Japan, “Toyo”, “East Asia”, “Eastern Eurasia”
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