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The Circular Rhythm between Aesthetics and Politics

—— F. Jameson’s Productive Literary Criticism
YAO Wenfang
Abstract: The productive literary criticism of . Jameson, which starts from the concept of “meta-commentary”
and takes the distinct historical orientation and the productive nature of interpretation as the essentials,

5>

strives for the richness, contemporariness and openness of “meta-commentary” and thinks that it reserves
precisely a seat for the “future cultural production”. Jameson indicates that the linguistic structure described
by structuralism as independent and self-sufficient actually has a larger historical structure as a support and the
critical model of analogy from linguistic structure to larger historical structure, which produces exactly more
things than the verbal structure of literary works, self-verifies its strong productivity. Jameson’s explorations
and innovations above are aimed at constructing a new type of interpretation model which includes the theory
of “three concentric frameworks” between literature and its social foundation, the development of the leading
role of literary criticism, and the multiplicative output of textual meaning by elucidating and reconstructing text
objects originating from the concept of subject. The strengthening of the historicism orientation makes Jameson
tend to emphasize the political interpretation of literary criticism in a very high-profile manner, but this does
not mean the rejection of the aesthetic form and artistic law of artistic works. He proposes the concept of “the
political unconscious” and defines literature as “symbolic behavior of society” which confirm that the circular

“rhythm” between aesthetics and politics is the best state of productive literary criticism.

Key words: aesthetics, politics, rhythm, productive literary criticism, F. Jameson
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