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Chinese “Nature”: Its Meanings and Characteristics
WANG Zhongjiang
Abstract: It includes the idea of Chinese “nature” in ancient context as well as modern context. Ever
since created by Lao Zi, it has been in a developing process of complexity and variety. Retrospect to
the Pre-Qin period down to Han and Tang Dynasties, then Song and Ming Dynasties, it worked as a
translation of western nature in the late Qing Dynasty, then it becomes a combination of western nature
and the existing meaning of Chinese “nature”. This is the hermenecutics history of “nature” in classics,
and also a construction history that people endow it with meanings. It varies from self-becoming, self-
creating of all things, to the natural character and tempermament of all things, then natural character of
Dao and Buddha; from non-action, non-artificial, to general rule, then principle and realm; from universe
noumenon, to all things and the realistic substance in the physical world. It has various meanings and

characteristics, which has formed a spectacular landscape of “nature”.

Key words: nature, substance, natural character, non-action, self-becoming, realm
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