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From King’s Politics to Seasonal Evils: The Calamities Caused
by Anti-Seasonal Activities in the Annals of Five Elements from Han
to Tang Dynasty
YU Xin, ZHOU Jintai
Abstract: WeiShiZaiYi (7K 5, the calamities caused by anti-seasonal activities) took up a large part
of the Annals of Five Elements ( { HA7ai ) ) in the official histories from Han to Tang Dynasty. This paper
focus on the topic in ancient China and points out there were three patterns in the historical writing. The
meaning of WeiShiZaiYi in three patterns were quite different in political-social contexts. At the same
time, it established a new tradition of the divination theory and technique, and the relationship between
WeiShiZaiYi and political culture became more and more closer. In other words, the knowledge of the
anti-seasonal activities based on the cosmic order from the Yin-Yang theory, gradually became a part of

the system of moral principles on Confucianism. During this process, the method of the production of
WeiShiZaiYi changed as well.

Key words: Annals of Five Elements, Yin-Yang and Five Elements, Season, Ywe Ling, WeiShiZaiYi

184



