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Aesthetic Experience: It’s Nature and Object
YAN Xianglin

Abstract: The concept experience (erlebnis) is endowed with a meaning of epistemology by
phenomenology. For the subject, it becomes one of the main methods of cognition and the means to
establish the value of self-existence. Different from purely philosophical experience, aesthetic experience
is not satisfied with the real grasp of the objective object, but hopes for self- understanding of existence
of possibility. Transcending the level of knowledge, aesthetic experience realizes the observation of the
secret of the mind. It tries to shatter the single existence of meaning and achieve a negative organic view
of the whole object. The difference nature between aesthetic experience and general experience is that
aesthetic experience includes the richness of content and the limitless possibility of spirit. It can not
only go beyond the control of epistemology, but also break the daily experience and paradoxical formal
logic. Aesthetic experience always regards aesthetic activity as its axis of movement. Aesthetic activity
is not only its purpose, but also its means. Therefore, aesthetic experience is a kind of spiritual activity
which focuses on self-intention and is a kind of aesthetic imagination or aesthetic intuition of conformity
of aim of life-world. The main objects of aesthetic experience are related to nature, art and history.
Correspondingly, three forms can be obtained by this classification: the aesthetic experience of nature,

the aesthetic experience of art and the aesthetic experience of history.

Key word: experience, aesthetic experience, subject, nature, art, history
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