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The Re-evaluation of Meta-question of Chinese New Poetry
FANG Chang’an
Abstract: What is Chinese new poetry? This is the meta-question in one hundred years. The re-
evaluationof this meta-question leads to a better understanding of the historical evolution, artistic
achievement and creation of new Chinese poetry in the past century. The time dimension of new Chinese
poetry is based on a timeline that has been continuously extended from 1917 to the present, while the
space dimension locates in China, whose sights have been set on the world. And both the time and
space dimensions give the new Chinese poetry a spirit of exploration in global perspective, forming a
transitional and modernistic Chinese cultural ambience. Besides, vernacular writing and free verse are
two major poetic characteristics of new Chinese poetry. In a word, the space-time consciousness, cultural
ambience and poetic characteristics are integral three connotations of new Chinese poetry, which at the
same time are important criterions to determine whether poems written by different poets in different

times belong to new Chinese poetry.

Key words: Chinese new poetry, space-time consciousness, cultural ambience, poetic characteristics,

poetic criterion
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