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Kant’s Two Concepts of Moral End

—— Also on a Possibility of Kantian Consequentialism
ZHANG Huiyong

Abstract: Kant was treated by many researchers as a radical deontologist who rejects teleology. It is,
however, a misunderstanding to Kant’s ethics. There are two kinds of concepts of moral end in Kant’s
ethics, which are humanity and the highest good. As the objective ground of moral laws, humanity is an
end in itself. The highest good is the ultimate end of pure practical reason and moral laws. It is helpful
for us to understand Kant’s ethics comprehensively by studying the relationship of these two kinds of
moral teleology. The possibility of a kind of Kantian consequentialism cannot come from his concept of

end in itself, but from his concept of the highest good.

Key words: Kant, moral end, end in itself, the highest good, consequentialism
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