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What Is Popularity: Deconstruction and Discrimination of
the Concept of “Chinese Modern and Contemporary Popular
Literature”

TANG Zhesheng
Abstract: The validity of literary criticism is based on the scientific nature of criteria in criticism, the key
to which is to understand the characteristics of the target of criticism. Discrimination and analysis of the
concept and its connotations is to have a clear understanding of the characteristics of popular literature,
which is also to establish a scientific dimension for the standard of popular literary criticism. The concept
and connotations of “Chinese modern and contemporary popular literature” were formed in the history
of the development of Chinese literature, which were also constructed with the emergence of modern and
contemporary Chinese elite literature. It is the “orthodox” of Chinese literature due to its embodiment
of Chinese characteristics in cultural values and aesthetic ideas. It incorporates many modern elements
such as mass culture, media culture and market operation in the development of the times and a form of
Chinese literature in modern and contemporary times comes into being. In order to carry out effective
criticism of “Chinese modern and contemporary popular literature”, a clear understanding of its concept

and connotations is the starting point.

Key words: Chinese modern literature, popular literature, the concept, deconstruction, discrimination
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The Two Literary Memories of the Narration of Educated Youth
— Concurrently to Tao Dongfeng’s Cultural Criticism Ethics
XIA Zhongyi
Abstract: This is an article devoted to “literary memories of the narration of educated youth” with
three main points. Firstly the “cultural” connotation in “Cultural Criticism” is clearly defined as “human
conscience and social justice”, which draws a line between the ideological “cultural criticism” and other
“cultural criticism”. Secondly, with the ideological “cultural criticism” as a measure, it is possible to
discriminate the literary choices of the historical narratives more clearly than the regular literary tutorials.
It is possible to distinguish the two types of memory: “selectivity” and “witness”. Thirdly, given that the

<

ideological “cultural criticism” (as a certain “sub-literary criticism”) is more persistent in its “witness”
of the “historical witness” function of non-fictional narratives, it is willing to use this “criticism” as the
patriot of the profession. Morality, courage, self-motivation, this is the first meaning of “cultural criticism

ethics.”

Key word: Tao Dongfeng, narration of educated youth, literary memory, historical witness, cultural

criticism ethics
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