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Commoner Yuan Ren:
Local Literati’s Life-world during Late Ming Dynasty
FENG Xianliang
Abstract: Since the late Yuan and early Ming Dynasties, well-known people had been existed in each
generation of the Yuan’s family in Jiashan County, Zhejiang Province. However, following their
ancestors’ instructions, many outstanding family members chose to take up medical practices, enjoying
their urban life and immersing themselves in the cultural activities among literati, rather than took the
imperial civil examinations. Yuan Ren, the father of Yuan Huang, was such a person with relatively
high social and cultural status. During Yuan Ren’s generation and its last generation of Yuan Xiang, the
Yuan’s important affinity networks and social relationships had already been established. Their livelihood
space, managed and improved in their urban-resident period, was just within the core area where several
local powerful families dwelt afterwards. Though Yuan Ren was born in a so-called “literature family” (“3
Mk ” ), he was a lifelong literatus without any official position. He was charitable, with expectations
to save people and benefit the society, and also maintained close associations with different people in
bureaucratic circles. The personal relationships presented in Yuan Ren’s literary works, especially those
with Shen Zhou, Wen Zhengming, Tang Yin, Xu Zhenqing, He Liangjun, Wang Chong and his brother,
Wang Yangming, ctc., reveal the important contents of Jiashan literati’s social activities and their
positions in the cultural networks in Ming Dynasty, which are of great significance to enrich the overall
expositions of the literati’s life history in a certain period of time and discuss in depth the alternations of

Chinese society as well as the local cultures since the late Ming Dynasty.
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