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Why are Chinese “Villages in the City” Different
— Distinguishing the Differences in the Same City and between Different Cities
HE Liwu, LIU Ji

>

Abstract: The differences of Chinese “villages in the city” are the antecedent factors that affect the

3

regeneration of Chinese “villages in the city”. We try to explain the differences of “villages in the city”
in the same city and between different cities: the distance from major consumption center, industrial
tradition, capability of village cadres, and ideas of city governmental relevant leaders and village cadres
are factors influencing differences in the same city; the mode of government-business relation, internal
organization structures of the villages, the historical timing and path-dependence of urban development,
interactions between the central-local governments and the reliance of local government on land finance
are factors influencing differences between different cities. The comparison of several representative
villages in Tianhe District of Guangzhou and the comparison of villages in Guangzhou and other cities
in China are used as examples. At last, basing on the perspective of legacy of urban development, we
provide three propositions about distribution differences of rights, opportunity of economic development

and governance problems in practice to be verified in the future.

Key words: Chinese “villages in the city”, differences in the same city, difference between different cities
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