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Two Ways on Self-awareness

Issues of Chinese Philosophy and Philosophy in Chinese
CHENG Lesong

Abstract: Philosophy in Chinese, as an academic field, is still pending for clear definition, since it is not

composed of several diffused problems, but multi-perspectives areas of many topics and motifs. These
motifs links Chinese with philosophy through construction of an academic area, which indicates the
sober self-awareness of the academic communities in China who engage in philosophical work in Chinese.
One would define this self-awareness from both academic and cultural way. The research attempts to
shed new light on our understanding of Philosophy in Chinese through both historical account of the last
century and normativity stemmed from the philosophical academy, namely the relationship in between
philosophical work and its language. Through which, the research attempts to reach the following
conclusions: firstly, the so-call complex of legitimacy of Philosophy in Chinese refer to the cultural
characteristics, rather than its normativity. Any discussion on Philosophy in Chinese should not neglect
the following fact, namely, the philosophical work and reflection had already begun and is still ongoing;
secondly, the issue with which the Philosophy in Chinese encounter is the relationship between the
philosophical language and its impact on the philosophical work, in another word, would Chinese, as a
language tool for philosophical work, bring forth any contribution to the normativity and paradigm of
philosophical reasoning as a whole? In the meantime, the philosophical reflection would, in what way and
sense, to inspire the self-enhancement and expansion of Chinese as a natural language with long history.
These mutual interaction between Chinese and Philosophy in general should attract more attention from

both Chinese academy and global philosophical community.

Key words: philosophy in Chinese, history of Chinese philosophy, Chinese philosophy, self-awareness,
philosophized
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