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What Can We Philosophize in Chinese
SUN Zhouxing
Abstract: The ways to do philosophy in Chinese has been a much debated issue concerning the dialectical
relationship between the now and the past, and between the east and the west, a typical dilemma of
modernity. By summarizing the issue into one question, i.e., “what can we philosophizes in Chinese”, the
present paper tries to put through such a line of thought: not locked into the formalist grammar, on the one
hand, the Chinese speaker is excluded from the Western transcendental thinking in the traditional Chinese
philosophizing, lacking the rein of the “formal transcendence”. On the other hand, we have to admit that the
peoples of the globe, including the Chinese people, could have the reins of thinking other than the western
one of transcendence, for example, the rein of generalization, common in the Chinese philosophy. But
Husserl has a very narrow view of the concept of generalization and we need to interpret it more openly: it is
not only the origin of the empirical sciences, but also the elemental ways of individuation for all the peoples
in the world from the point view of existential philosophy, and the constituting force of poetry-ideation in
literature and art as well. It could be proved that we have as many philosophies as need be, to be uniquely
practiced by all the monologues in the world, and that only in the dimension of philosophy in the plural, all

the cultural traditions and ways of thinking could communicate equally as well as universally.

Key words: philosophy in Chinese, constitution of ideas, generalization, formalization

(E#EF2470)

Philosophy Based upon Chinese Language: Methodological Meanings
HAN Shuifa
Abstract: As a methodology, the philosophy based upon Chinese language reveals perspectives and questions
that have not been discovered or recognized before. Reflecting on the general tendency of human languages
along with Chomsky’s generative grammar, the philosophy based upon Chinese language reveals the structure
of mind common to human beings as well as its relation to communicability, on the basis of the common
analytical tendency and universal grammar of human languages. The philosophy based upon Chinese language
approaches the philosophy of language by conceiving an ideal interlingual meaning. It analyzes the differences
between the manners in which different languages express the order of the world and of things, in order
to reveal the unknown philosophical question: how human beings’ common structure of mind relates to their
cognitive differences; it also elaborates the three orders of the world and of things corresponding to linguistic
orders, as well as the degree of their interlingual communicability. The methodological perspective of philosophy
based upon Chinese language enables us to understand that this is a philosophy mainly concerned with questions
of speculative philosophy, such as those of metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of language and logic, as
well as questions of linguistic and brain science; it is relatively unrelated to the sphere of practical philosophy.
Similarly, it is unrelated to questions about the expression of philosophy in Chinese or about nationality. The

philosophy based upon Chinese language is a speculative philosophical study, and therefore a universal one.

Key words: the philosophy based upon Chinese language, methodology, communicability, structure of

mind, linguistic order, order of the world and of things

31



