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From Salvation to Governance: The Evolution of Modern Chinese
Railway Functions Under the National Perspective
MA Linghe
Abstract: No matter at home and abroad, railway is endowed with extensive functional value in concept
and practice.The railway is the crystallization of modern industrialization at the economic level, the
experimental field of modern administrative management reform at the political level, and which is
also the most effective communication channel for modern ideas at the cultural level.In modern China,
the political function of the railway is changing due to the time shift.That is, the railway is gradually
integrated into not salvation but the modern national governance process ,which is centered on the new

political unification.
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