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Modern Shanghai as a Sino-foreign Interest Community
XIONG Yuezhi

Abstract: Shanghai had developed itself as a Sino-foreign interest community at the end of the 19th
century since the Small Swords Society Uprising in 1853 when the Chinese fled to settled down in the
foreign settlement managed by the westerners, and this Sino-foreign interest community was based on
the extraterritoriality, the presence of foreign settlement or concession and its neutrality, which made
Shanghai a most safe place for the people and fund, and therefore Shanghai became an attractive city to
both the Chinese and the foreigner. Although the westerners were dominant in the Sino-foreign interest
community, the Chinese benefit from it, which contributed greatly to the prosperity and development of

modern Shanghai.

Key words: modern Shanghai, foreign settlement, Sino-foreign relation, interest community
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