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The Discourse Abyss of Image
— From the View of Visual Culture in Ancient Greece and the Middle Ages
YANG Xiangrong
Abstract: In the history process of Western visual culture, through the “metaphor of mirror" and
“metaphor of cave”, Plato indeed seems to set up the visual supremacist position in ancient Greece,
but behind the ancient Greek theory of visual supremacy is the visual bias, present a visual metaphor of
false. The Anti-image Worship movement in the Middle Ages regarded the visual image as a taboo, but
the inner construction of vision is concealed behind the image taboos. In fact, the image is a constructed
visual image object, and it is also a visual image metaphor, behind the seemingly universal visual view,
hidden paradox of discourse abyss. In the context of pictorial turn, the study on ideological construction
of visual images has also become the core theme of visual culture research.In a specific cultural field,
visual images and visual viewing behaviors have specific sociocultural metaphorical meanings, presenting

complex cultural and ideological tension.
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