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Cultivation and Autonomy of A Revolutionary Youth

—— Take Diaries of Yuan Yubing as Center
Yu Haibing
Abstract: Yuan Yubing is one of the “outstanding three of Jiangxi Province” in the history of communist

>

revolution. “Cultivation” and “autonomy” constitute his inner motive power on the road to revolution.
While studying at The Second Middle School in Nanchang, in facing with the real life problems and
depression, he reacted in two ways. The first way is to see it as a problem of social system, for which
the ideological source was the new culture of the May Fourth Movement, and asked for reform such a
society. The second way is his personal cultivation by the Chinese traditional methods and the theory
of autonomy of the late Qing Dynasty, and extends it to group autonomy. His experiment of applying
personal cultivation to group autonomy failed, then he found a way of “-ism” to realize the goal of
personal and group autonomy, as well as the reform of society. We can see through Yuan Yubing’s
case that the idea and practice of traditional cultivation makes an important function for making a
revolutionary, and the ideology of autonomy in late Qing Dynasty has more complicated meanings in the

period of the May Forth Movement.

Key words: Yuan Yubing, cultivation, autonomy, revolution
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