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The “Solitary Earthly Branches and the Deficiency of the
Opposite Direction”: The Application of the Augury to the
Chinese Ancient Military Affairs
Lv Sijing
Abstract: In ancient times, a variety of superstitious beliefs played an important role in the lives of
Chinese people. Even the militarists believed that the transcendental power can influence the victories
and defeats of a war. The ancient militarists would find the opposite direction according to the Solitary
Earthly Branches and consequently marshal the soldiers in rank for battle based on the theory of the
“Solitary Earthly Branches and the Deficiency of the Opposite Direction”. “Solitary Earthly Branches”
and “the Deficiency of the Opposite Direction” are based on the concept of the Heavenly Stems and
Earthly Branches. The “Solitary Earthly Branches and the Deficiency of the Opposite Direction” (FNEAR)
is a type of numerology that predicts auspicious outcomes. The diviners can apply it when the year, the
month, the day and the direction of East, South, West and North are converted to the format, based on
the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. Therefore, people calculated the solitary Earthly Branches to
find out the deficiency of the opposite direction based on the most recent data collected of the date and
the orientation. The militarists deployed the troops in battle by applying the principle of attacking in the
opposite direction of the Solitary Earthly Branches. As a result, the “Solitary Earthly Branches and the

Deficiency of the Opposite Direction” impacted ancient people’s lives and wars such as the Yubi Battle.
Key words: the “Solitary Earthly Branches and the Deficiency of the Opposite Direction”, six periods

of ten years from the Heavenly Stems of Jia, attack in the opposite direction of the Solitary Earthly
Branches, Yubi Battle
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