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The Political Tradition and Power Operation
in 4th Century’s East Asia
Li Lei
Abstract: Lelang and Daifang were abandoned in Yongjia Chaos, not due to the border crisis, but the
collapse of the Western Jin Dynasty’s ruling order. The political tradition still played an important role
in gathering the people and shaping the legitimacy of the rule. The people remained were organized in
the system of prefectures and counties. King Geunchogo constructed the regional leadership by paying
tribute to the Eastern Jin Dynasty. The relationship between Beakje and Wa was one part of multilateral
relations. The aim of the war broken in 369 among Wa and the Korean states was to occupy iron produce
center. It was that King Geunchogo sent knife and mirror to Wa in 372 was the fact that he performed
the duty of Lelang procurator. The year of 391 was the turning point in the history of Beakje, in which
King Jinsa was killed by the group who was supported by Wa. It forced King Asin who succeeded the
crown to resist Goguryeo and rely on Wa in 399. The “Wa” who interfered in the internal affairs of
Beakje was great clan in Beakje. The reconstruction of LiuSong Dynasty on its world system made the
relationship between Beakje and Wa reserve. The reason that Wa consisted to present tribute to LiuSong
Court in 5th century was to seize the leadership on Beakje. The competitive relationship between Beakje

and Wa strengthened the authority of LiuSong Court.

Key words: the Eastern Jin Dynasty, East Asia, Baekje, Wa
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